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What a great thread. It makes me think about a book I read many years ago, "The Biology of the Spirit" by Edmund Sinnott.  It escapes me now but the idea that a plant has a spirit which lives within the leaves and berries and seeds and flowers comes to mind.  Each is required for its being, none are more important than the other.  I think it is this way with the polemic between academia and experience, between mind and heart.  We live through experience, through our heart and spirit, but we use our mind to analyze these experiences, whether for fun, profit or personal growth.  Typically, I will have an experience, a vision if you will.  Something inside me compels me to understand it, to break it down, to put words to it. I am 48, and that is why I decided to go back to school.  I needed more words. Sometimes I paint it, or write about it.  Sometimes I just nestle it on my tongue, or hold it in my heart.  I don't think it devalues the experience in any sense, but only fertilizes it, feeds it.  There are many paths. For me, being is more than just breathing.  I neither sit on a mountaintop nor wander the streets of Calcutta, I continue with my life and find spirituality and the sacred in everything.  Even the plastic.  I need to find a copy of that book.
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-----Original Message-----
From: ACS is a new scholarly forum on architecture and spiritualit [mailto:AM-CARC-ACS-L@LISTSERV.TAMU.EDU] On Behalf Of Travis Price
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 7:31 PM
To: AM-CARC-ACS-L@LISTSERV.TAMU.EDU
Subject: Re: response to F&F editor's note

Riding the wave of duality's razor!   Tertium non Datur!  

Travis L Price  III,  FAIA
Travis   Price  Architects 
1028 33rd St,NW -Suite 320
Washington,  DC      20007
202 . 965 . 7000

www.TravisPriceArchitects.com
www.SpiritofPlace-Design.com
www.ArchaeologyofTommorrow.com    

-----Original Message-----
From: ACS is a new scholarly forum on architecture and spiritualit on behalf of charles
Sent: Thu 6/28/2012 2:38 PM
To: AM-CARC-ACS-L@LISTSERV.TAMU.EDU
Subject: Re: response to F&F editor's note
 
I offer this relevant thought to the ongoing discussion:

The mind is not necessarily a tool for understanding. It's a tool for gathering information.
The spiritual heart is the tool for understanding.
And the Soul is the "tool" for truth.
- John-Roger

From my point of view Prem is right-on with everything he states with this exception:
"The discovery of authenticity is only possible through dialogue".  Only? Mark Johnson has already introduced the additional notion of relationship. Although related, they are not quite the identical.

I have found that one of the most profound approaches in spiritual development is the ability to simultaneously hold two apparently contradictory notions within one's consciousness. This and that rather than this or that. This approach coupled with the willingness to not know (rather than pretending to know) will often lead to new knowledge.

Regards,
Charles Bernstein

[Description: Description: Logo M Charles Bernstein email]
  20575 Cheney Drive
  Topanga CA 90290
  310 709 0499
  www.mcharlesbernstein.com

From: ACS is a new scholarly forum on architecture and spiritualit [mailto:AM-CARC-ACS-L@LISTSERV.TAMU.EDU] On Behalf Of Mark Johnson
Sent: Tuesday, June 26, 2012 5:52 AM
To: AM-CARC-ACS-L@LISTSERV.TAMU.EDU
Subject: Re: response to F&F editor's note

Prem,
I appreciated your comment and found it very coherent.  An additional word that comes to mind when one talks about authenticity and dialogue is "relationship".  When we engage in relationship with another, we begin to find value in the other through some type of humble dialogue. I think this is why I have little appreciation with designs that have very specific meanings that the visitor is supposed to accept.  Innately, there is arrogance in the design and it does not invite the dialogue that engages me in relationship.  As an environmentalist, I see the same lack of dialogue with the natural environment as we objectify living entities and ignore opportunity for relationship.

Regards,

Mark L. Johnson, RLA, ASLA
[cid:image004.jpg@01CD5522.8CBC6BA0]
Ecotone Land Design, Inc.
1850 Kings Court
Kissimmee, Florida  34744
Phone:  (407) 931-2225
Fax:  (407) 209-3884
www.EcotoneLandDesign.com<http://www.EcotoneLandDesign.com>

Celebrating Community and Creation through Sustainable Solutions.
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-----Original Message-----
From: ACS is a new scholarly forum on architecture and spirituality [mailto:AM-CARC-ACS-L@LISTSERV.TAMU.EDU]<mailto:[mailto:AM-CARC-ACS-L@LISTSERV.TAMU.EDU]> On Behalf Of Prem Chandavarkar
Sent: Tuesday, June 26, 2012 1:46 AM
To: AM-CARC-ACS-L@LISTSERV.TAMU.EDU<mailto:AM-CARC-ACS-L@LISTSERV.TAMU.EDU>
Subject: Re: response to F&F editor's note

A few thoughts in response to this dialogue:
1.     The discovery of authenticity is only possible through dialogue.  As the philosopher Charles Taylor observed in his book "The Ethics of Authenticity" authenticity is like language.  It is an innate capacity we are all born with, but we are only able to realize this capacity through dialogue, and if we did not participate in dialogue, then this capacity would lie untapped and unknown.  When we engage with another, we discover what is common to both of us.  And through that discovery we can realize what is greater than either of us, and what is constant.  Thus begins the road to the sacred.  The key is the spirit of dialogue (which goes hand in hand with humility) that you bring to the table, and one sees many forms of both practice and academics where this spirit is absent.
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2.     True teaching is based on dialogue.  Let me refer to Hindu tradition to describe this (with the qualification that these observations are not unique to Hindu tradition and I use HInduism as an example purely because I am more familiar with it than with other traditions).  The Upanishads are a set of spiritual texts that are foundational to the Hindu philosophy of Vedanta.  Vedanta is derived from 'veda' and 'anta' which means the end of the Vedas.  So the Upanishads represent that level of knowledge that is the culmination of all knowing, beyond which there is no further truth to be known.  These texts have stood the test of time of over 2000 years.  What is most interesting is the etymology of the word 'Upanishad': it is derived from 'upa' which means 'close'; 'ni' which means 'down'; and 'shad' which means 'sit'.  So Upanishad means 'sit down close' - it is all about dialogue.  But it refers to a very specific kind of dialogue - that between guru and disciple.  Again etymology provides insights if we look at the word 'guru'.  'Gu' means 'darkness' and 'ru' means 'destroyer' or 'dispeller'.  So a guru is a dispeller of darkness.  The guru assists the student in casting off the veil of darkness created by sensory temptation in order to reveal the light that had always been shining within.  This requires that the guru possess a level of personal mastery, and through a dialogue that is both intimate and personal (which is why one has to 'sit down close'), the student is able to discover his/her own path to this mastery.  When this occurs, true teaching occurs.  A teacher who claims an abstract and formal position of expertise that is to be transferred to the student solely through intellectual means often winds up merely transferring a jargon of pseudo-sophistication, rather than aiding in the authentic discovery of knowledge.
3.     While dialogue is crucial, it is not the sole means.  To live we have to breathe, eat and sleep.  When we breathe, we inhale as well as exhale.  When we eat, we ingest food and expel waste.  To sustain ourselves, we turn our senses outwards when awake, and they turn inward when we sleep.  Any interlock between energy systems always involves this inward as well as outward movement, and this is the basis of life.  So when it comes to the realm of knowing, we turn outward in dialogue and inward in reflection.  Both are required, otherwise one looses one's sense of balance.  If we are focused too far outward in dialogue, then we loose connection with our own authentic sense of being.  If we are focused too far inward in reflection, we run the risk of abstraction that is disconnected from reality.    One has to persist in this primordial rhythm of inward and outward flows until one is in tune with the rhythm of the universe, at which point the question of inward or outward becomes irrelevant.
4.     So if we ask which possesses greater authenticity, practice or theory, then the answer is neither in itself.  Practice is the outward flow and theory the inward flow.  They must co-exist, and we create problems for ourselves when we despatch them to separate spaces, believing theory should be in the spaces of academia and practice in the spaces of professional firms.   We create this problem by confining ourselves to narrow conventional definitions of 'practice' and 'theory'.  Remember the act of teaching is a form of practice just as the act of thinking while designing is a form of theory.  There are multiple forms of each, and each person finds the form most appropriate to himself/herself.  The key is sustaining the balance.

Regards,
Prem

__

On 25-Jun-2012, at 8:43 PM, Trent Smith wrote:

I would say that what academics create is primarily, not virtual or only on paper, but within students. Correct me if I'm wrong, but that's about as living and breathing as you can get. I can only speak for myself, but this 'impulse' was planted within by a dear academic, to whom I am eternally grateful for. If not for him, I don't know if I would ever have moved on to actual creation, and to seek beauty and a sacredness within not only the act of creation, but in the final creation itself.

--
Trent Smith

Murray Park Church<http://www.murrayparkcoc.com/>  Young Adult Coordinator
Anna Bliss Studios <http://www.annacampbellbliss.com/>     Studio Assistant
VCBO Architecture<http://www.vcbo.com/>    Architectural Intern

"What kind of architecture do people need today? They need love. You need love to carry out good projects." architect Shigeru Ban

On Sat, Jun 23, 2012 at 6:43 AM, Bill Hutchins <bill@heliconworks.com<mailto:bill@heliconworks.com>> wrote:
i find profound thoughts to be distractions.  i know this as i have them often, and i've learned that they are only moons orbiting around what i seek.

my mantra is to open myself to spirit and receive, but unless i'm engaged with, in a heart-centered relationship with, a specific other - client, friend, child, wife - what comes, while holding some truth, is fruitless.  i've come to realize that it's only through the act of a specific creation that something real is birthed.  that is, writing/talking is nice and all that, but, forgive me, it's hollow.........as masturbation is trumped by love-making.

which is why i'm a practicing architect, and i have no idea how you academics teach such impulses.  that is, i applaud you and am not writing any of this to diminish your intentions or efforts........... i just don't know how to teach what seems to only unfold through creation:  not virtual, or only on paper............ but living and breathing.

peace,
bill
www.heliconworks.com<http://www.heliconworks.com/>


