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Dear ACSF members,
The Board would like to make two important announcements and a quick report on the ACSF 11
Symposium.
The first announcement is to inform you all that our next Symposium (ACSF 12) will be
at FALLINGWATER !!!! Yes, the masterpiece of Frank Lloyd Wright, located in Bear Run,
Pennsylvania.
It will take place May 27-31, 2020. The topic of the symposium is “Practices Toward a
Future”. ACSF 12 will be co-chaired by Sanda Iliescu, Ben Jacks, Tim Parker, Aron, Temkin, and
myself. For those of you asking why we got two FLW places in a row, we must only say that
unexpected opportunities made these two AMAZING places available to us. AND we were not going
to say NO. Those of us that came to Taliesin West know that it was once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
to experience a masterpiece in the way we did. Now, consider Fallingwater! What a treat it will be!!!
And, for this very reason, we expect a full house. We will make the call for participation and all the
details available in September. For now, please, save the date. It’s unlikely that any of us will ever
get a chance to experience Fallingwater as we will in about one year, almost exactly. Here is a link to
our announcement:
http://www.acsforum.org/acsf-12-symposium/
The second announcement is the approval and adoption of our “Declaration of Transcendent
Human Habitat” last March. We waited until ACSF 11 to make the formal announcement, now
followed by this larger one to all our membership. Our Declaration a one page document that took
2+ years to write. Its goal is to address the grand challenges of today/tomorrow from a viewpoint
that our disciplines hardly pay attention to but ACSF focuses on. We will soon proceed to let the
world know about this Declaration and continue working on the next steps. During our ACSF 11
meeting, one of the workshops focused on exactly this, the next steps. Here is a link to the
document:
http://www.acsforum.org/acsf-declaration-of-transcendent-humanhabitat/declarationtranscendenthumanhabitat20190428/
Regarding the update, it is about the ACSF 11 Symposium that we just finished in Taliesin West,
AZ. We had 84 attendees, most of whom were captured in the group photo below. We had people
joining us from as far as Brazil, India, Slovenia, Finland, Costa Rica, Finland, and Denmark (and of
course Canada!). The list of participants is available
here: http://www.acsforum.org/symposium2019/ACSF11-participants.pdf
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We have posted photos of the symposium
here: http://www.acsforum.org/symposium2019/photos.htm
There were 28 design, research, and pedagogic works presented as well as 3 workshops and three
keynotes (Michael Desmond, Will Bruder, and Juhani Pallasmaa). For access to this work,
visit: http://www.acsforum.org/symposium2019/works.htm
ACSF 11 was a success at so many levels. Spending 3 full days at Frank Lloyd Wright’s Taliesin West,
the magic Arizona desert, and among people committed to the flourishing of humanity through the
built environment will stay with us for a long time, possibly forever (and I am not exaggerating).
Long live ACSF!
Julio on behalf of the ACSF board
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Professor, Director Cultural Studies & Sacred Space Graduate Concentration
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"leap and the net will appear"
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