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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7

PM 2:00-5:30 Registration (at Department of Architecture)

5:30pm Reception & Membership meeting  (at Department of Architecture)

8:00pm Dinner (on your own)

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8

AM 8:30-10:00 Registration + Welcome and Lighting Ceremony 

10:00-11:00 KEYNOTE 1: Shonaleeka Kaul -- Reclaiming Myth, Emplacing History

11:00-11:30 Tea break

11:30-12:30 Panel  1:  Myths and Placemaking in Varanasi

Panelists: Amita Sinha, Rabi Narayan Mohanty, Indra Kumar Singh, and E. V. S. Kiran Kumar (Chair: Rana P.B. Singh)

Lunch (12:30-2:00)

PM 2:00-3:30 Visit to Museum Kala Bhavan

3:30-4:00 Tea break

4:00-5:30 Session 1:  Placemaking and Pilgrimage  (Moderator: Prem Chandavarkar)

Kiran Shinde 

Connected by imaginaries, popularised by travel: Religious tourism geography of Ashtavinayak (the elephant-headed 
God Ganesha) pilgrimage circuit in Maharashtra, India

Mahesh Gogate and Naresh Chhatwani

Place as Palimpsest: Textual and Spatial Imprints of Sacred Varanasi

Santosh Kumar 

Sacred Nodes and Mythic Landscapes: The Rāmeshvar Temple as a Placemaking Anchor in Varanasi’s Pañchakroshī 

yātrā
5.30-7:00 Session 2:  Arts of Places   (Moderator: Yoko Kawai)

Olga Cuxart Oriol

Material Mythologies and Ritual Space: Sculptural Practices in Contemporary Place-Making 
Pooja Mahathi Vajjha 

Spiritual foundation of Indian Architecture - A Comparative Analysis of Indian Classical Music and Architectural 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 9

AM 8:30-9:00 Registration

9:00-10:00 KEYNOTE 2: Sameep Padora -- Projective Histories

10-10:30 Tea break

10:30-12:30 Session 3:  Festivals, Placemaking, Myth, Sacredness, the City and  Architecture   (Moderator: Vinita Chandra)

Anagha Saralaya and Raghuram S K

Saptasthanam Kannadi Pallakku’ – A Temporal Manifestation of the Sacred amidst the Perpetual Profane

Suparna Sircar and Santosh Kumar

From Nawabi Legends to Neighbourhood Commons: Bada Mangal’s Role in Crafting Inclusive Public Spaces

Shubhi Sonal and Roshini Muralidhara

Festivals Behind Gates: Placemaking Strategies in Bengaluru's Privatized Festivalscapes

Lunch (12:30-2:00)

PM 2:00-3:30 Session 4:  Phenomenology, Empirical Means, and Sacred Space   (Moderator: Julio Bermudez)

Alessia Frescura and Pyoung-Jik Lee

Acoustics and Devotional Soundscape in British Islam: An Exploratory Study on the Aural Architecture of Cambridge 
Central Mosque

Yoko Kawai Kurimoto

Exploring the Micro-Scale System of Michiyuki in Architecture: A Case Study of Shofuso Japanese House and Garden

Navajyothi Mahenderkar Subhedar

Sacred Thresholds: Myth, Architecture, and Transitional Spaces in the Ritual Landscape of Ujjain

3:30-4:00 Tea break

4:00-8:00 Boat trip on Ganga, ghats visit and Dashashwamedh Ghat aarti



SATURDAY, JANUARY 10

AM 6:00-7:00 Visit to Vishwanath Temple, BHU campus

9:00-10:30 Session 5:  Cosmology, Ecology, Site, and Myth  (Moderator: Kiran Shinde)

Radhika Soni

Vāstu Śāstra: Ritual, Cosmic Ecology, and the Myth of Resilient Placemaking
Nidhi Dhiraj

Divine Emergence: Sacred Architecture and Mythic Placemaking at Naturally Occurring Shiv Lingam Sites.

10:30-11:00 Tea break

11:00-12:30 Session 6:  Narrative, Theory, and Design  (Moderator: Julio Bermudez)

Prem Chandavarkar

Yama’s Chariot: Design Practice and the Transcendental Unseen
Isabel Potworowski

Orientation and Place in Christian Sacred Architecture: Between Place-boundedness and Place-lessness

Lunch (12:30-2:00)

PM 2:00-3:00 Session 7:  Lindsay Jones Memorial Research Fund Works   (Moderator: Tom Barrie)

Rebekah Coffman and Ashley Kochiss Rodriguez

Religious Architectural Heritage, Adaptive Reuse, and Sustainability in the Digital Age

3:00-4:00 Panel 2:  Traditional Water Systems as Sacred Placemaking

Panelists: Afreen Fatima (Leader), Ajay Khare, and Suryanarayanav Murthy Gullappai SV

4:00-8:00 Walking Tour of the Old City of Varanasi

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11

AM 6:00-7:30 Meditation on the Ghats

9:00-10:00 KEYNOTE 3: Chitra Vishwanath -- Myth, Placemaking, and Ecological Architecture: An Inquiry from Govardhan Eco 

Village to the Urban Project 

10:00-10:30 Tea break

10:30-12:30 Session 8:  Change + Intersections   (Moderator: Jyoti Pandey Sharma)

Historica, Political, Cultural, and  Religious Change

Clarisse Figueiredo de Queiroz

Shifting Sands: Architecture, Ritual, and Myth in Almofala

Intersections – East Meets West

Julia Dalalba

Vāstu-śāstra for Christian Spiritual Well-being in St Thomas Ancient Church Architecture of the Malabar Coast 
(Southwest India)

Nirmal Kulkarni

Sacred Landscapes and Myths of Place: Negotiating Intersectionality in Colonial Goa

Lunch (12:30-2:00)

PM 2:00-3:30 Session 9:  Sacred Waters  (Moderator: Chander Chawla)

Jyoti Pandey Sharma

‘Hunuz, Dilli duur ast’: Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya and the water folklore of his Karamati  Baoli 

Baoli Shivangi Saini

Myth in Every Drop: Reimagining Panchkroshi Yatra through Traditional Water Systems

Dhanashri Sawant

Thresholds of the Divine: Sacred Water Structure Complexes in the Konkan Region, Maharashtra

3:30-4:00 Tea break

4:00-6:00 Session 10:  Death + Nature  (Moderator: Tom Barrie)

Dealing with Death

Pascaline Thiollière

Emerging Practices for Scattering Ashes in the Natural Environment in France : Towards New Forms of Nature 
Veneration?Nature and Sacred Spaces

Kiran Keswani

Nature as Threshold: Sacred spaces and Everyday Life in Bengaluru

Closing Ceremony, Cultural Performance, and Communal Dinner (6:00-8:00)

MONDAY, JANUARY 12

(elective) HALF-DAY TRIP TO SARNATH
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